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AGENDA FOR 21ST MEETING OF PROJECT APPROVAL BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSION 
ON EDUCATION THROUGH INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY TO BE 
HELD ON 11th AUGUST, 2011 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 
 

Item No. Subject Page No. 
Item No.1 Confirmation of the Minutes of the 20th Meeting of the Project 

Approval Board held on 2nd May, 2011 
 

Item No.2 Action Taken Report on the Minutes of 20th Meeting of the Project 
Approval Board held on 2nd May, 2011 

 

Item No.3 Approval of New Projects recommended by Standing Committee 
 

 

Item No.4 Production of Courseware E-Content for Post-graduate Subjects, 
UGC, New Delhi. 

 

Item No.5 Virtual Labs Project (Remote Triggered Labs)  
Item No.6 Extension of pilot project, namely, „text transcriptions of technical 

video index, metadata and online quizzes” sanctioned to Indian 
Institute of Technology, Madras under National Mission on 
Education through Information and Communication Technology 
Scheme.  

 

Item No.7 Budget Estimates for 2011-12 for TSG/Mission Secretariat of 
NMEICT 

 

Item No.8 Requirement of Furniture for Mission Secretariat of NMEICT  

Item No.9 Development of Vocational Educational Modules and use of Haptic 
Devices – Virtual Laboratories and VLSI and Embedded Systems, 
Mizoram University 

 

Item No.10 Management Information System (MIS) of NMEICT – A 
presentation will be made by Prof.Uma Kanjilal, IGNOU 

 

Item No.11 Strengthening of the Standing Committee of NMEICT  
Item No.12 Extension of pilot project, namely, “Establishing e-training 

environment for training technical teachers and students (creation 
of four courses)” sanctioned to National Institute of Technical 
Teachers Training and Research (NITTTR), Chennai. 

 

Item No.13 Any other item with the permission of Chair  
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ADDITIONAL AGENDA FOR 21ST MEETING OF PROJECT APPROVAL BOARD OF 

NATIONAL MISSION ON EDUCATION THROUGH INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY TO BE HELD ON 11th AUGUST, 2011 AT 4.00 

P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM NO.112-C-WING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, NEW DELHI 

 

Item No. Subject Page No. 

Item No.1 Appointment of Consultants under NMEICT  

Item No.2 Approval of projects recommended by Standing Committee  

Item No.3 Inclusion of private colleges under the N-LIST programme.  

Item No.4 Allocation of funds to States for NMEICT Awareness related 
issues 

 

Item No.5 Approval for extension of projects under NMEICT  

Item No.6 Presentation on Communication and Bulk Storage Servers  

Item No.7 Presentation by BSNL  
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Additional Agenda 

Item No.1 

Appointment of Consultants under NMEICT 

The PAB of NMEICT in its meeting held on 25th February, 2010 has approved six positions of 

Senior Consultants for NMEICT in various disciplines i.e. engineering, social sciences, science, 

management, economics and biological sciences.   

Based on the above, EdCIL with whom MHRD have signed a service agreement for providing 

support to NMEICT issued advertisement in Times of India, Nav Bharat Times and Employment 

News inviting applications for Senior Consultants on contract/deputation basis.   In response to 

the advertisement, 66 applications were received of which only 16 candidates were found 

suitable for being called for interview.  Out of 16, 10 candidates appeared before the Selection 

Committee.   

The Selection Committee in its meeting held on 18.11.2010 recommended following two 

candidates for engagement to the post of Senior Consultants for a period of one year: 

Sl. Name of the candidate Discipline Consolidated 
consultancy fee    
(Rs. per month) 

1 Mr.Pradeep Kaul Engineering Deputation on usual 
terms 

2. Prof.Mohan V.Deshpande Engineering Rs.75,000/- 

 

EdCIL vide its letter dated 21st December, 2010 sought following clarifications: 

(i)   Whether both the candidates are to be engaged or the candidates at serial number 1, is to 

be given the offer in the first instance. 

(ii)   Copy of the Standard Terms and Conditions of deputation for taking up the matter with the 

parent office of Mr.Pradeep Kaul.    

(iii)  That as per EdCIL norms the highest position of Chief Consultants has the approved range 

of remuneration fee of Rs.30,000/- to 55,000/- p.m.  The recommendation of monthly fee to 

Prof.Deshpande at Rs.75,000/- p.m. is beyond the approved remuneration of EdCIL.  
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With regard to (i) PAB has already approved six positions of Senior Consultants and hence as 

per the recommendations of the Selection Committee offer should be issued to both the 

candidates.   

As regards (ii) is concerned, Mr.Pradeep Kaul has already retired from service on 30th April, 

2011, hence copy of Standard Terms and Conditions of deputation may not be required now.  

For (iii) the matter was put up to PAB in its 20th meeting held on 2nd May, 2011 and the following 

decision was taken:  

“After deliberations PAB approved a consolidated remuneration up-to Rs.75,000/- p.m. 

for senior consultants. PAB further decided that if a pensioner is engaged as Consultant 

or Senior Consultant etc, his pension will be adjusted as per existing norms.” 

 

The issue before PAB for consideration is now whether 

(a) Mr.Pradeep Kaul who was recommended by Selection Committee for deputation and 

has retired on 30th April, 2011 can be offered contractual appointment on a remuneration 

of Rs.75,000/- p.m. (subject to the remuneration and pension plus DA admissible on 

pension not exceeding his last pay drawn plus DA admissible on last pay drawn) as it is 

not possible to take him on deputation basis.  

(b) Contractual appointment may be issued to Prof.M.U. Deshpande on a remuneration of 

Rs.75,000/- p.m. subject  to the remuneration and pension plus DA admissible on 

pension not exceeding his last pay drawn plus DA admissible on last pay drawn. 

PAB may please consider.  
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Item No.2 

Approval of projects recommended by Standing Committee 

2.1  E-COURSE DEVELOPMENT, Project investigator: Dr N.BASKARAN, DEPARTMENT 
OF    PHILOSOPHY, NATIONAL COLLEGE, TIRUCHIRAPALLI-1 

           Control Number: Ne04011010497 

Standing Committee in its Meeting held on 8th January, 2011 recommended the project: 

The extracts of the minutes meeting are as follows: 
 
Name of the Project: E-COLIRSE DEVELOPMENT 
Control No. Ne - 0401 1010497 
Name of Pl(s): Dr N.BASKARAN (e-mail ID: sakthibass~yahoo.com), DEPARTMENT 
OF PHILOSOPHY, NATIONAL COLLEGE, TIRTUCHIRAPALLI-1 
 
Proposed Budget: 18 (Subjects) X 7, 00,0001- = Rs.1, 26, 00,0001- 
 
Observations and Recommendations of SC 
 
The PI proposed to produce e-content courses in Philosophy for PG students in 18 subjects 
at a cost of Rs.1.26 crores. The PI has already presented his proposal last year. After seeing 
the presentation, the SC advised the PI to evolve e-content production using the 4-quadrant 
approach and advised to produce Two Pilot courses of minimum 40 lectures each. The SC 
recommended Rs.14 lakhs for creating Two Pilot courses of minimum 40 lectures 
each. 
 
However, the PI may submit the budget along with detailed appraisal in the prescribed format. 
The detailed appraisal will be conducted in the next/subsequent meeting of the Standing 
Committee to be notified. 
 

The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-A) 

The Standing Committee recommended for a total amount of Rs. 13.45 lakhs. 
 

Standing Committee in its Meeting held on 5th March, 2011 recommended the following project: 

2.2. Designing, developing and Delivery of subject Hospital Support Services e-

content for students of Hospital and Health care Management by Dr. L. Kalyan 

Viswanath Reddy, Hemchandracharya North Gujarat University, Gujarat 

The extracts of the SC meeting are as follows:  



 5 

Designing, developing and Delivery of subject Hospital Support Services e-

content for students of Hospital and Health care Management by Dr. L. Kalyan 

Viswanath Reddy, Hemchandracharya North Gujarat University, Gujarat 

Control No: DE-15011111724 

Objectives: 

 To design and develop an e-content of the subject Hospital Support Services for 
the students of Hospital and Health Management. 

 The major areas of application of this subject include Billing services, CSSD, 
Medical records, Housekeeping, Security services, Bio Medical engineering 
department, Tele medicine, Food and beverages, Administration of Hospital etc. 

 

Deliverables: 

 The designing and developing of this subject is done by 4 ways 
  

 e content generation. 
 Video lecture with animations and flash. 
 Webiliography. 
 Self assessment questions with quiz and online exam after the topic. 

 Total topics to be developed – 10 topics 
 Total number of video lectures developed – 41 
 To be completed in 7 months 

 

Total Budget required: 6.472 lakhs 

Recommendation:  Project is recommended as per the budget submitted by PI.   

The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-B) 

The Standing Committee recommended for a total amount of Rs.6,47,200/- 
 

2.3. e-Content Generation For Specialized Training Programs Of Bio-Medical and 

Electronics Product Design domain, PI: Chetan Manchanda, CDAC, Mohali  

        Control Number:-CE-10011111669 

Standing Committee in its Meeting held on 26th March, 2011 recommended the project: 

The extracts of the SC meeting are as follows:  

PI: Chetan Manchanda 
 
Title: e-Content generation for specialized training programs of electronics hardware and 
animation domain Institute: CDAC Mohali 
CONTROL NUMBER: CE-100 11111 669 
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Propose to create 16 courses (9+7) in two years, at a cost of Rs. 112 lakh. 
 
Biomedical electronics - 3 
Multimedia and animation - 6 
Repair and maintenance of PC and peripherals - 1 
Microcontroller (architecture, programming and interfacing) - 1 
Wireless and Broadband (VoIP) - 3 
Electronic product design and technology - 2 
 
A pilot of two courses, one in the area of (1) biomedical electronics, technology and 
maintenance and (2) electronics product design and technology is recommended at a total 
project cost of Rs. 14 lakh. 
 

The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-C)   

The Standing Committee recommended a pilot of two courses, one in the area of (1) biomedical 

electronics, technology and maintenance and (2) electronics product design and technology is 

recommended at a total project cost of Rs. 14 lakh. 

 
 
2.4. Development of E-content for academic courses and professionals in the areas of   

the IT enabled Management, Dr.Deepali Singh, De-0403100569, ABV-Indian Institute 
of Technology and Management, Gwalior 

 

Standing Committee in its Meeting held on 16th July, 2011 recommended the project: 

The extracts of the meeting are as follows: 
 

Dr.Deepali Singh, De-0403100569, ABV-Indian Institute of Technology and 
Management, Gwalior 
 

- E-content for IT enabled management 

- ABVIIIT, IITD, and IIM Shilong (partners) 

- Training of teacher and professionals in above courses. 

- Workshop for finalization of course curriculum 

- Testing of e-content through students. 

- 14 lakhs funds required. 

- How the four quadrants  will be made? Answered satisfactorily. Content will be 

prepared in four quadrants. 

- Recommended the release of  Rs.14 lakhs in the beginning of the project for two 

courses. 

- Recommended that a project monitoring committee be formed. The onus of reviews 

getting done lies with PI. 
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The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-D)   

Standing Committee recommended the release of  Rs.14 lakhs 

 

2.5. e-Content Development for the course “Extension Education, Dr. Avani Maniar,   
Department of Extension and Communication, M.S University, Vadodara. 
Control No. _AE-11071011058 

Standing Committee in its Meeting held on 16th July, 2011 recommended the project: 

The extracts of the meeting are as follows: 
 

Dr. Avani Maniar, Department of Extension and Communication, M.S University,  
            Vadodara. 
 
 E-content development for the course on extension education 

- Extension education in digital form 

- Content will have audio video, live example 

- Econtent validation to be done 

- Evaluation by experts for verification 

- Will be placed online for access. 

- Rs.7.03 lakhs requested. 

- Rs.7 lakhs recommended at the beginning of project subject to feedback received from 

at least three experts in the area. 

The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-E)   

Standing Committee recommended Rs.7 lakhs at the beginning of project subject to feedback 

received from at least three experts in the area. 

 

Standing Committee in its meeting held on 6th August, 2011 recommended the following: 
 
The extracts are as follows: 
 
2.6 . 
PI: Vishal Sahni 
Institute:  DEI 
Partners: IITD, IITK,  
Title: Quantum Nano Systems 
CONTROL NUMBER: VS24220099870 
 
Quantum Nano School 
Quantum experiments 
Quantum simulations to do on normal computers 
Lectures and course notes for Quantum and nano computing 
Generating awareness 
Small experiments 
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Budget = Rs. 2 crore for pilot  
I phase released = Rs. 1.5 crore in Feb. 2010 
SQUID based devices 
Quantum computer simulation through QCAD, developed at Queensland, 
Australia  
Matlab simulation 
Tubulin based computing 
Classroom interactions 
Quantum Nano Schools (annual event) 
100 lectures digitised and released 
Video clip taken from IIT Delhi shown - reaction between nanoparticles 
- formation of CdS 
 
Objectives: 
 
1.  SQUID based quantum computing device prototypes (60-65% of expenses) 
2.  Prototypes of trapped ion, NMR, QED, Neutral Atoms, solid state, 
quantum dot based quantum computing devices 
3.  Unified modelling theory for information processing circuits 
4.  Web-based interfaces for using these devices at the national hub 
from remote locations 
5.  Conceptual framework for remote communication using quantum 
teleportaiton  
 
60-60% was spent on equipment 
20-25% on awareness 
Rs. 15lakh Content generation workshop 
Rs. 95lakh for hardware and software 
Rs. 15lakh transfer to IIT Kanpur, Debabrata Goswami 
Rs. 5lakh transfer to IIT Delhi, Kalra 
Rs. 10lakh for travel (about 5 to 6 lakhs for travel of overseas people) 
Rs. 5lakh Secretarial 
Rs. 5lakh honorarium 
 
The Mission document allows for the travel of experts. 
 
Both experts opined that the workshop that they conducted was done extremely well - and of 
international standards. 
 
How does this become a material useful for ICT?  The SC recommends suitable ICT material be 
prepared, in four quadrant format. 
 
The PI showed some Matlab based simulations.  The Mission is promoting open source 
software systems.  The PI is urged to use Scilab. 
 
The SC recommends the release of the next installment of 30% Rs. 5 crore, namely, 
Rs.1.5 crore. 
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2.7  
PI: Tilak R. KEM 
Institute: CEC 
Title: e-Content Development 
CONTROL NUMBER: DE-19111011541 
 
Rs. 50 lakhs to CEC on 15 July 2009 (50% of project amount) 
 
Disbursed 17 media centres (EMMRC) - to create 19 courses: Rs. 3 lakh each to Pune, Jamia, 
Indore, Srinagar, Osmania, Ahmedabad, Kolkata, EFLU, Hyderabad, Calicut.  Rs. 2 lakh each 
to Jodhpur, Madurai, Imphal, Chennai, Mysore, Patiala, Roorkee, Sagar.  Balance Rs. 7 lakh to 
CEC. 
 
Everything is in 4-quadrant approach. 
 
Rs. 5.40 crore received under phase 1. 
 
68+19 subjects, 6 to 7 papers (i.e. courses) on each. 
 
Dr. Kem requested that they receive Rs. 7 lakh per 40 lecture course delivered in 4 quadrant 
approach as per the norms.  The PIs clarified that every video was prepared especially for this 
course. 
 
The SC recommends the above request, provided they do not get funding from UGC or other 
governmental resources for the same purpose. 
 
Dr. Kem wants for the following: 
 
355 modules (i.e. one hour instruction) x 17,500 = 11.80 crore 
Training, workshops = 0.20 crore 
Total amount = Rs. 12.00 crore 
 
A review of the courses has to be done by the experts. 
 
Out of this, Rs.5.9 crore has already been given.  Subject to the above observation, an 
additional amount of Rs. 6.1 crore is recommended by the SC. 
 
2.8. 
PI: Dr. Ramanujan 
Institute:  CDAC, Bangalore 
Title: Technology for Analysis of Rare Knowledge Systems for 
Harmonious Youth Advancement (TARKSHYA)  
CONTROL NUMBER: Pe-24090910307 
 
This project was already presented in the PAB and approved.  The PAB had initially approved 
the pilot component of Rs. 50 lakhs.   
 
The pilot project is now completed with favourable inputs from the referees.   
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As a part of the main phase of the project, creation of PG level courses in Mimamsa, Vedanta, 
Nyaya, Vyakaranam in Vedas, in that order is proposed.  A total of 60 courses at the PG level 
and 10 courses at the UG level are proposed.  All of them will be released in four quadrant 
approach. 
 
The SC recommends that 30% of the total project cost of Rs.5 crore, namely, Rs.1.5 crore 
be released. 
 
2.9. 
PI: Dr. Ramanujan 
Institute:  CDAC, Bangalore 
Title: S&T inputs from Sanskrit for modern times 
CONTROL NUMBER: De-02031010560 
 
Dr. Ramanujan presented his pilot project proposal for Rs. 25 lakhs for a project that gives S&T 
inputs from Sanskrit for modern times. 
 
The objective of this project is to explore and to unearth knowledge content in Sanskrit texts 
with particular reference to S&T and other allied disciplines. 
 
He proposes to enumerate 500 titles, which need to be procured and data entered.  This 
proposal was already presented once to the SC Meeting held on 6 March 2010.  The comments 
of the SC's recommendations have been incorporated. 
 
The SC recommends this pilot project. 
 
2.10 
PI: Prof. M. S. Ananth 
Institute: IIT Madras 
Title: NPTEL 
Control Number: 
 
Prof. Mangala Sunder presented the current status of NPTEL, on behalf of Prof. M. S. Ananth.  
The project is going on schedule.  He requested for the release of the remaining amount of Rs. 
40 crore. 
 
The SC appreciates the work done by the NPTEL Team and recommends that the said 
amount be released. 
 
2.11. 
PI: Prof. Ramesh Panda 
Institute: BHUIT 
Title: developing E-Content in Shastri (Hons.) & Acharya courses 
Control Number: RE-28111011549 
 
The Pilot project proposal of Prof. Ramesh Panda on the development of 5 Sanskrit courses 
was discussed.  The PI proposed to develop 25 courses.  As a pilot, he also proposed to 
develop five courses.  He already presented his project to the SC and incorporated its 
recommendations.  The SC recommends Rs.35 lakh be awarded to him for the 
development of five Sastry and Acharya courses, in four quadrant approach. 
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Item No.3 

Inclusion of private colleges under the N-LIST programme. 

Director, Information and Library Network Centre (INFLIBNET) vide letter dated 21st July, 2011 

(copy enclosed as Appendix-F) has requested MHRD for inclusion of private colleges under 

the Indian Library  and Information Infrastructure for Scholarly Content (N-LIST) programme.    

He has stated that 1929 colleges has registered for N-List programme including 1378 colleges 

that are covered under 12(b) and 2(F) section of the UGC Act.  He has proposed that the N-list 

programme may be allowed to enroll private colleges with annual membership of Rs.5,000/-.   

PAB may please consider. 



 12 

Item No.4 

Allocation of funds to States for NMEICT Awareness related issues 

During the last zone-wise meeting of Principal Secretaries/Secretaries of Higher Education & 

Technical Education of States/Union Territories held in MHRD, it was suggested that to 

propagate the objectives of NMEICT and create awareness among the different 

institutes/universities,  States/Union Territories may be allocated some funds.  It is proposed to 

approve, in principle, funding of a maximum amount of Rs.10 lakhs and Rs.5 lakhs to States 

and Union Territories respectively, for this purpose based on their requirement.  The funds will 

be transferred through Mission Secretariat.  

PAB may please consider. 

 



 13 

Item No.5 

Approval for extension of projects under NMEICT 

Dr.K. K. Singh, PI of project titled “Development of e-content on ancient Indian Metallurgy and 

Modern Process Metallurgy” Banaras Hindu University, Deptt of Metallurgical Engg Institute of  

Tech, Varanasi has requested for extension of project by six months.  The same was put-up in 

the Standing Committee Meeting of NMEICT held on 6th August, 2011.  The SC recommended 

the following:  

K. K. Singh of BHU wants extension of the project by six months. 
The SC recommends that the PAB gives extensions to all projects that 
need them. 

 

PAB may consider the above and also consider extension of other projects upto 31st March, 

2012 as recommended by the Standing Committee.  
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Item No.6 

Presentation on Communication and Bulk Storage Servers 

The PAB in its 17th meeting held on 26th November, 2010 constituted a Committee on 

“Communication and Bulk-Storage Servers at 100 premier institutions”  under NMEICT Scheme.  

A presentation on the progress made in this regard will be made by Dr.Huzoor Sharan of IIT 

Delhi.  
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Item No.7 

Presentation by BSNL 

A presentation will be made by BSNL on the progress made with regard to providing 

connectivity to universities and colleges under NMEICT. 
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Item No.1 
 

The Minutes of the 20th Meeting of the Project Approval Board held on 2nd May, 2011 are placed 

below (Appendix-1 Page No.____) for kind perusal and confirmation please. 
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Item No.2 
 

The Action Taken Report on the Minutes of the 20th Meeting of the Project Approval Board held 

on 2nd May, 2011 is given at Appendix-2- (Page No.___). 
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Item No.3 
 

Approval of New Projects recommended by Standing Committee 

 
This item was presented to PAB in its 20th meeting held on 2nd May, 2011 but the item was 

deferred by PAB for next meeting.  

 
Standing Committee in its various meetings recommended the following projects:  

Standing Committee Meeting – 21st  August, 2010  -  
 
1.   E-content generation for adult and non-formal education programme  
 
The extracts of the SC meeting are as follows:  

SUBMITTED BY :-  R. Pandya 
Institute:     Faculty of family and community sciences, MS University, Baroda 
CONTROL NUMBER :-  DE-21071011123 
 
 
The PIs have proposed the generation of three courses.  They made an excellent presentation 
of the project proposal.  The proposal is in the important area of adult and non-formal education.  
The Committee recommends this proposal.  The projected expenses are within the norms 
allowed by the mission. 
 
The PIs have not presented the details for the ten point assessment. They are asked to re-
submit the proposal with this information.  They need not make another presentation to the SC 
again. 
 
One of the issues in adult and non-formal education is the teaching material to be used by the 
trainers.  Consistent quality of it has to be ensured if the training is to succeed.  The PIs may 
consider the spoken tutorials route for this purpose. 
 
The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-3 – Page No.______). 
 
The Standing Committee recommended Rs.14,08,800 for pilot project in three subjects.  
 
 
Standing Committee Meeting – 9th October, 2010 

2.    Development of e-content for undergraduate students in science in the area of 
chemical process industries, Dr. Nirmal Kumar Kantibhai Patel, NV Patel College of 
Pure and Applied Sciences. 

 
The extracts of the SC meeting are as follows:  

DE-13091011333 
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Development of econtent for undergraduate students in science in the area 
of chemical process 
industries 
Dr. Nirmal Kumar Kantibhai Patel, NV Patel College of Pure and Applied 
Sciences. 
 
– after delibertion title – Heavy and fine chemicals 
– to be as per UGC syallbus 
– resubmission after adding topic and learning objectives for each lecture. 
– Already done some part available at nkpatel.co.in. 
– Costing as per the additions to be done, no money for already done work. 
– Maximum upto 7 lakhs 
– 100% in the beginning 

 
The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-4 – Page No.______) 
 
The Standing Committee recommended Rs.7 lakhs for pilot (one course).  
 

Standing Committee Meeting – 5th March, 2011 

3.   Development of e-courses in B.com, M.com, MBA 
Prof. H. Venkateshwarlu Haripuram, Principal, University College of Commerce & 
Business Management, Osmania University, Hyderabad 

 
The extracts of the SC meeting are as follows:  

PI: Prof. H. Venkateshwarlu Haripuram, Principal 
Institute: University College of Commerce & Business Management, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad-500007 
email: Harripuram@yahoo.com 
Mobile: 09848209660 
Title: Development of e-courses in B.com, M.com, MBA 
Control no.: Pe-14120910459 
 
Proposes to deliver 175 courses of 7,000 hours in 4-quadrant  
Demonstrated some lessons that the PI developed. 
 
The SC recommends the following two courses: 
 
a.  Business enviornment 
b.  Financial accountancy 
 
with a total outlay of Rs. 14 lakhs. 
 
The Committee recommends that the rest of the courses be proposed in a 
consortium mode and a presentation made again before further funding. 

 

The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-5– Page No.______). 
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The Standing Committee recommended Rs.14 lakhs for two pilots (One in Business 
Environment and second in Financial Accountancy).  However, PI/Co-PI honorarium 
without participation in content development not recommended by the Standing 
Committee.  

 
 
4.     e-content for all media courses 

PI: Dr. N.S. AshoK Kumar, Professor & Coordinator, Dept of Electronic Media 
Bangalore University, Palace Road, Bangalore 

 
 
The extracts of the SC meeting are as follows:  

PI: Dr. N.S. AshoK Kumar, Professor & Coordinator 
Institute: Dept of Electronic Media Bangalore University, Palace Road, 
Bangalore-560009 
email: kumarnaashi@yahoo.com 
Ph: 080-22961282 
Title: e-content for all media courses 
Control number: De-03081011176 
 
Broadcast journalism.   
 
To produce multimedia lessons and video documentaries, to teach the 
nuances of TV and radio production.  To incorporate motion video, 
graphics, animation, audio clips.  To teach how to create multimedia.  
 
27 e-courses that require TV studio will be useful to colleges that 
do not have access to such expensive studios.   
 
Proposes to make them in 4-quadrant approach, suitable for 40 hours of 
lecture.  
 
The total budget for this project is Rs. 1.89 crore, which is as per 
the funding norms of this Mission. 
 
He proposes to make available these courses in Kannada language also. 
 
The SC is appreciative of the project proposal.  There has been no 
other proposal in this area.  The PI is recommended to do two courses 
(Electronic media and animation) at Rs. 14 lakh as a pilot phase.  The 
PI should also explain the use of FOSS tools as a part these courses. 
He is urged to complete the two courses ASAP. 
 
After a review of these two courses, funds for the remaining courses 
can also be made available. 

 
The Appraisal done by the Standing Committee is enclosed (Appendix-6 – Page No.______) 
 
The Standing Committee recommended Rs.14 lakhs for two pilots (One - Introduction to Mass 
Communication and second Graphics and Animation).  
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Item No.4 
 
Proposal for Production of Courseware E-Content for Postgraduate Subjects 
(Control Number:  UE-30041111980) 
 
 
An agenda “UGC proposal – funding of a new project” as Agenda Item No.9, was put up to PAB 

in its 20th meeting held on 2nd May, 2011, PAB made the following observations: 

 

“Convener, Standing Committee informed PAB that the proposal of UGC needs to be 
firmed up.  While PAB was of the view that there is a need for an over-arching body like 
UGC to supervise and create e-content, especially in humanities and arts, the expertise 
needed is also of paramount importance.  Therefore, UGC may firm up its proposal and 
submit the same to the Mission. Planning Commission representative reiterated the 
need for ensuring that the Mission covers all disciplines including arts, humanities, social 
sciences and others as laid down in its mandate and avoid the possibilities of over-
emphasis on pure and applied sciences and  engineering and technology. Hence, it is 
expected that UGC can play a crucial role in ensuring development of e-content in these 
disciplines.”  

The above project was discussed in the Standing Committee Meeting held on 14th May, 2011.  

The extracts of the meeting are given below:   

“Production of Courseware E-Content for Post-graduate Subjects: 
Presented by Dr. Prakash, Additional Secretary, UGC, New Delhi.  
 
Deliberations of the SC: 
 
PI is not identified. Details of the 77 subjects have to be given. 
 
Funding proposal was seen by Standing Committee Members. The SC discussed the 
issues. The suggestions are: 
 
UGC can be the nodal agency for creating courses in as many subjects as possible all of 
which are under the present curriculum of UGC. It will agree to do the following: 
 

1. UGC will identify a PI or more for each subject discipline. 
2. Each one of those groups of PIs will submit a detailed proposal for the subject by 

involving a number of experts and the detailed list of courses the contents that 
can be prepared.  

3. Each one of those proposals will be perused by the standing committee and 
examined along with additional experts as necessary before deciding on the 
project goals and the alignment with the mission goals.  

4. UGC will play the role of coordinating the PG course content creation and will 
regulate funding sanctioned for each such project.” 
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A budget of Rs.84 crores has been proposed by UGC as per details given below:   
 
Total Amount Required: Rs.  8400.00 lakhs 
 
(a) Recurring Budget / for the Proposed Project along with Item-wise Breakup  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Items of expenditure Quantity Unit Cost 
(in Rupees) 

Total Cost 
(Rs. in Lakhs) 

1.  E-content Development  40,000  20,000.00  8000.00  
2.  Conducting Workshops  30-40  5,00,000.00  200.00  
3.  Total    8200.00  

 
(b)   Detailed Breakup of Non-recurring Items  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Items of expenditure Quantity Unit Cost 
(in Rupees) 

Total Cost 
(Rs. in Lakhs) 

3.  Hardware (PCs, Laptops, Servers, etc.)    200.00  

4.  Total    200.00  

 
 
PAB may please consider  the above proposal. 
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Item No.5 
 
Virtual Labs Project (Remote Triggered Labs) 
 
An agenda “Virtual Labs - Remote Triggered Experiments ” as Agenda Item No.10, was put 

up to PAB in its 20th meeting held on 2nd May, 2011, PAB made the following observations: 

 
“Prof. Ranjan Bose, IIT, Delhi briefly informed PAB of the status.  PAB decided that the 
proposal may first be examined and scrutinized by the Standing Committee and its 
recommendations may be placed before PAB.” 

 
The Standing Committee discussed the project in its meeting held on 14th May, 2011.  The 

extracts of the meeting are given below:   

 
“Virtual Labs Project (Remote Triggered Labs), PI Prof. Ranjan Bose 
 
Labview student version is free. There does not appear to be any open source software 
which is as well developed and user friendly as Labview at present. Until similar 
platforms are developed, Labview engine is critical for running virtual labs. 
 
Cost of Labview already factored out is for running a program engine. The licenses 
required are dependent on the number of institutions and the type of experiment. The PI 
agreed that he will exercise professional discretion on where the software is absolutely 
required versus where it can be replaced by lesser known and less well developed open 
source   
 
Use of Matlab versus Scilab was discussed in detail. The PI agreed that he would 
reduce the usage of Matlab to an absolute minimum and will put conscious efforts to use 
open source software wherever possible. In the interests of carrying out the project in 
time and ensure users get what they have been promised, 
 
The SC recommends the project as submitted.” 

 
 
A Budget of Rs.2324.71 lakhs for Development of 37 labs was proposed by IIT against which an 

amount of Rs.2268.23 lakhs has been recommended after due diligence.  The details are given 

at Appendix-7-Page No.______.
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Item No.6 
 

Extension of pilot project, namely, „text transcriptions of technical video index, metadata 
and online quizzes” sanctioned to Indian Institute of Technology, Madras under National 
Mission on Education through Information and Communication Technology Scheme.  
 
 

The abovementioned pilot project was sanctioned to Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 

during 2008-09 and 1st installment of Rs.1.53 crore was released to the Institute.  The duration 

of the project was one year. 

 

The project has been reviewed by the Standing Committee and Standing Committee has 

recommended release of 2nd installment to the Institute.  Accordingly, the proposal was sent to 

Integrated Finance Division of MHRD for concurrence to the release of 2nd installment of 

Rs.1,53,50,545/-.  Integrated Finance Division has concurred in the proposal subject to the 

project being given appropriate extension by the competent authority.   

 

 PAB is requested to consider granting extension upto 31.3.2012 to Indian Institute of 

Technology, Madras for the abovementioned Project.   
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Item No.7 
 
Budget Estimates for 2011-12 for TSG/Mission Secretariat of NMEICT 
 
 

The Department of Higher Education, Ministry of HRD had signed a Service Agreement with 

EdCIL (India) Limited for establishing a Mission Secretariat for the National Mission on 

Education through Information and Communication Technology (NMEICT).  The Mission 

Secretariat consists of a Technical Support Group (TSG), Consultants and the Support Staff 

dedicated to the Scheme to provide support to the Department of Higher Education, MHRD for 

smooth execution of the project.  

 

Besides being providing support in organizing various meetings like Standing Committee, 

Implementation-cum-monitoring Committee, Project Approval Board, etc, the TSG is also 

providing on the spot payment facility for Travelling Allowance and Honorarium being paid to the 

members and the participants of various Committees.  A budget (recurring and non-recurring) of 

Rs.556.43 lakhs for the Mission Secretariat of NMEICT for the year 2010-11 was provided 

against which an amount of approx.Rs.174 lakhs (approximately) has been spent on the project 

during the year 2010-11.   

 

The Budget Estimates for the Mission Secretariat of NMEICT  for the year 2011-12 have been 

provided for a total amount of Rs.435.63 lakhs including Non-recurring Expenditure of Rs.67.01 

lakhs and Recurring Expenditure of Rs.348.02 lakhs as per the details enclosed at Appendix-8.   

 

The Budget proposed for the year 2011-12 for the Mission Secretariat is well within the overall 

ceiling of 1% of the total outlay fixed for the project.  

 
The above budget was presented to the Standing Committee in meeting held on 16th July, 2011 

and Standing Committee recommended for Rs.4.35 cr plus service tax on actuals. 

PAB is requested to consider and approve budget of Rs.435.63 lakhs for the Mission Secretariat 

for the year 2011-12 and release of 1st installment of Rs.218 lakhs (being 50% of the total 

budget) after adjusting the unspent amount available with EdCIL.   
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Item No.8 

 
Requirement of Furniture for Mission Secretariat of NMEICT 
 
 
The office of the Mission Secretariat of NMEICT has been shifted to the office space provided 

by IGNOU at its campus in Maidan Garhi.  The Mission Secretariat does not have its own 

furniture.  The matter regarding providing furniture by IGNOU was discussed with the Registrar, 

IGNOU.  They have provided only one office table and two chairs on refundable basis. 

  
 
The detailed requirement of furniture for the Mission Secretariat and Technical Support Group 

(TSG) of EdCIL has been worked out keeping in view the staff/Consultants likely to join. An 

approximate amount of Rs.10-12 lakhs may be required for the purchase of above items.  This 

has been budgeted in the Budget Estimates for the Mission Secretariat for the year 2011-12.   

 
   PAB may please consider the proposal.   
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Item No.9 
 

Development of Vocational Educational Modules and use of Haptic Devices – Virtual 
Laboratories and VLSI and Embedded Systems, Mizoram University 
 
 
IIT, Delhi was requested vide MHRD‟s letter dated 29th June, 2011 for recommendations of the 

expert committee for evaluating the above pilot project.  In this connection the technical 

evaluation made by IIT, Delhi  in respect of VJTI, Mumbai, NIST, Behrampur and GP Pant Engg 

College, Delhi and  the reports submitted are enclosed at  Appendix-9  for information.  
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Item No.10 
 
 
Management Information System (MIS) of NMEICT – A presentation will be made by 
Prof.Uma Kanjilal, IGNOU 
 

Prof. Uma Kanjilal made the presentation before the PAB in its 20th meeting held on 2nd May, 

2011 highlighting various aspects of MIS being developed which include tracking of projects, 

monitoring and other relevant database creation.   

 

PAB decided that this presentation may again be made in the next meeting of PAB. 
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Item No.11 
 
 
Strengthening of the Standing Committee of NMEICT 
 
 

In the last (20th) Meeting of the Project Approval Board of National Mission on Education 

through Information and Communication Technology (NMEICT), it was decided that all the 

approved procedure would be compiled together and would be circulated to all Members of PAB 

for further discussion in the next PAB meeting.  The same is placed as Appendix-10 Page 

No.______. 

 

There was a long discussion on the procedure followed by the Standing Committee in 

recommending project proposals.  In order to ensure consistency in the evaluation of proposals, 

some minimal conditions need to be enforced on the Members of the Standing Committee who 

sign the Minutes.  

 

 It is proposed that minimum of four Standing Committee Members who attended a 

minimum of 30% of last 12 months‟ meetings should be present, deliberate and 

recommend a proposal to be considered by the PAB. 

 

 The existing method of evaluation on the basis of the ten-point scheme, which is based 

on the recommendation of the PAB in its 5th Meeting held on 21.05.2009 be continued.  
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Item No.12 

 
Extension of pilot project, namely, “Establishing e-training environment for training 
technical teachers and students (creation of four courses)” sanctioned to National 
Institute of Technical Teachers Training and Research (NITTTR), Chennai. 
 
 
Under the National Mission on Education through Information and Communication Technology 

(NMEICT) Scheme, an amount of Rs.28.00 lakhs was released to National Institute of Technical 

Teachers Training and Research (NITTTR), Chennai for executing the pilot project namely, 

“Establishing e-training environment for training technical teachers and students (creation of 

four courses)” vide sanction letter No.F.16-126/2009-DL dated 11.02.2010.  The said pilot 

project was to be completed within one year.  

 

NITTTR, Chennai has furnished a status report vide its letter dated 12.07.2011 and have also 

informed MHRD that NITTTR, Chennai is developing the simulation modules to enhance the 

understanding by the learners and the audio recording and integration work are to be 

completed.  Under this circumstances, NITTTR, Chennai has requested that the project period 

may be extended upto 31.12.2011 so as to complete the project successfully in all respects. 

 

PAB of NMEICT is requested to take a decision in the matter.  
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Appendix-8 

 
BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR TECHNICAL SUPPORT GROUP OF NATIONAL MISSION ON 

EDUCATION THROUGH ICT (NMEICT) 
(Rs. In lacs) 

I. NON-RECURRING EXPENDITURE 

S.No. Name of Items / Description F.Y. 2011-12 
Total Cost  

A Computer Systems, laptops, printers and other Items for IT 
related area 

      31.11 

B. Procurement of Furniture 18.25 
C Procurement of Office Equipment 12.65 
D. Other Items  
E. Software (Server 2008, MS Office 2007 & Anti Virus 40 

users, etc.) 
5.00 

 Sub-Total (I) 67.01 

 
II. RECURRING EXPENDITURE 

S.No. Name of Items / Description Total Cost 

A. Expenditure related to Recruitment of Consultants & 
Support Staff 

15.00 

B. Consultancy Fee & Salary 132.12 
C. State Visit/Field Visit/Consultants/Resource Persons 25.00 
D. National & Local Meetings / Seminar / Workshop  & 

Documentation Expenses 
104.00 

E. Administrative/TSG Expenses 61.90 
F. Contingency for items other than mentioned above  10.00 
                                                             Sub-Total – (II)  348.02 

                                                             Total – (I) & (II) 415.03 

III EdCIL‟s Overheads & Service Charges @ 5%   20.60 
 Grand Total 435.63 
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BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR TECHNICAL SUPPORT GROUP/MISSION SECRETARIAT (NMEICT) 

 
I. Non-Recurring Expenditure 

(Rs. In lacs) 

S.No. Name of Items / Description F.Y. 2011-12 
Qty. 

(Nos.) 
Unit 
Cost  

Total Cost  

A Procurement of Items for IT related area    
1. Computer Desktops 12 0.45 5.40 
2. Laptops 10 0.55 5.50 
3. Intel Xeon 3.0 GHz 5450 Processor (server for connectivity 

with computers & laptops for accessing Internet & for back-
up data etc.) 

02 5.00 10.00 

4. Networking for 48 Ports / LAN Cabling, Switches, Rack 
other related work for all computers, servers etc. 

01 4.00 4.00 

5. UPS 1/5 KVA for Power Back-up for Computers & Printers, 
etc. 

27 0.08 2.16 

6. PRINTERS    
(i) Network Printer (Heavy Duty) 04 0.45 1.80 
(ii) Black & White Laser Jet Printer 05 0.25 1.25 
7. Modem for internet connection 10 0.10 1.00 
B. Procurement of Furniture    
8. Executive Tables 08 0.20 1.60 
9. Standard Tables 24 0.12 2.88 
10. Executive Chairs 10 0.12 1.20 
11 Staff Chairs 24 0.06 1.44 
12 Visitor Chairs 20 0.05 1.00 
13 Conference Table & Chairs L.S. L.S. 2.60 
14 R.O. System for drinking water/Water Dispenser 01 0.25 0.25 
15. Heat Convectors 10 0.02 0.20 
16. Hot Case/O.T.G. 01 0.20 0.20 
17. Refrigerator (full size) 01 0.20 0.20 
18. Sofa Sets & Central Table  02 0.25 0.50 
19. Canteen Items (Crockery & Utensils) L.S. L.S. 0.50 
20. Video Conferencing Facility 01 4.00 4.00 
21. Carpets L.S. L.S. 0.50 
22. Internal Furnishings including Curtains, other items as per 

requirement after accommodation is finalized. 
L.S. L.S. 1.18 

C Procurement of Office Equipment    
23 EPABX System 01 1.50 1.50 
24. ADF Scanner [HP/Samsung] 01 0.40 0.40 
25. Plastic Trays, Glasses, Waste Paper Baskets L.S. 0.25 0.25 
26. Shredders 02 0.25 0.50 
27. Photocopier Machines 02 2.50 5.00 
28. DG Set 40 KVA 01 L.S. 5.00 
D. Other Items    
29 Softwares (Server 2008, MS Office 2007 & Anti Virus 40 

users, etc.) 
L.S. L.S. 5.00 

 Sub-Total (I) (Non-Recurring Expenditure)   67.01 
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BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR TECHNICAL SUPPORT GROUP/MISSION SECRETARIAT 
(NMEICT) 

 
II. RECURRING EXPENDITURE 

(Rs. In lacs) 

S.No. Name of Items / Description F.Y. 2011-12 
Qty. 

(Nos.) 
Unit 
Cost  

Total 
Cost  

A. Expenditure related to Recruitment of 
Consultants & Support Staff 

   

1. Release of reflective advertisement on All India 
basis in all edition of TOI/H.T. 

L.S. L.S. 10.00 

2. Expert Fee for Resource persons for the Interview, 
meeting expenses & local conveyance etc. as per 
Government of India‟s norms or as approved by 
PAB. 

L.S. L.S. 5.00 

B. Consultancy Fee & Salary    
3. CONSULTANTS/PROJECT MANAGER ETC.    
(i) Senior Consultant 06 0.75 54.00 
(ii) Consultants/Jr. Consultants 04 0.50 24.00 
(ii) Project Manager (Technical-IT) – on contract 01 0.50 6.00 
(iii) Project Manager (TSG) (Level Manager, EdCIL)  01 0.60 7.20 
4. Support Staff – for TSG/Mission Secretariat    
(i) Category-I: Executive Asstt., Private Secretary, 

Supervisor   
04 0.40 19.20 

(ii) Category-II: Executive Asstt.,/W.P.O. 10 0.15 18.00 
(iii) Cat.-III: Messenger  04 0.08 3.72 
C. State Visit/Field Visit/Consultants/Resource 

Persons 
   

5. Boarding/Lodging/TA/DA for Consultants & 
Resource Persons for Visit / Field Visit, etc. as per 
Government of India‟s norms 

100 0.25 25.00 

6. Meeting / Seminar / Workshop expenses    
(i) Meetings/Workshops (50 to 60 persons) – within 

Delhi 
24 2.00 48.00 

(ii) National Level Meetings (50 to 60 persons) 12 3.00 36.00 
7. Studies, Data Collections & Analysis, Report writing, 

Misc. work 
L.S. L.S. 10.00 

8. Documentation, Printing of Reports, Newsletter, 
Leaflets, Flyers & Other Contingency. 

L.S. L.S. 10.00 

D. Administrative Expenses    
9. Rent for Building 12 

months 
2.00 24.00 

10. Security  L.S. L.S. 1.00 
11. House – Keeping L.S. L.S. 1.00 
12. Canteen L.S. L.S. 1.00 
13. Electricity & Water Charges L.S. L.S. 3.00 
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14. Telephone, Fax & Internet charges L.S. L.S. 3.00 
15 Printing of Brochures / other printing L.S. L.S. 3.00 
16 Office Stationery (consumables) L.S. L.S. 3.00 
17. Local conveyance, OTA, PF, Honorarium for staff L.S. L.S. 5.00 
18. Postage charges L.S. L.S. 3.00 
19. Diesel for DG Set L.S. L.S. 3.00 
20. Newspaper, Magazine, Reports, CD, etc. L.S. L.S. 2.00 
21. Photocopying & Binding charges (material for 

machine) 
L.S. L.S. 1.00 

22. Legal & Audit Expenses L.S. L.S. 0.50 
23. Vehicle on monthly basis (Ford Ikon/Esteem etc. – 

average hiring charges basis) 
02 0.35 8.40 

24. Contingency for items other than mentioned above  L.S. L.S. 10.00 
 Sub-Total – (I)  

Recurring Expenditure  
  348.02 

 Add: Sub-Total (II) 
Non-recurring Expenditure 

    67.01 

 Total – (i) & (ii)   415.03 

 EdCIL‟s Overheads & Service Charges @ 5%     20.60 

 Grand Total   435.63 

 
Note: 

 
1. The un-utilized funds, if any, will be carried over to the next financial year and will be 

utilized for various activities of TSG / Mission Secretariat. 

 
2. Service Tax @10.60% or actual. 
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Appendix-1 
 

MINUTES OF 20th  MEETING OF PROJECT APPROVAL BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSION ON 
EDUCATION THROUGH INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY HELD ON 
2nd May, 2011 AT 3.00 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM (FIRST FLOOR), CENTRAL 
SECRETARIAT LIBRARY (CSL) BUILDING, SHASTRI BHAWAN, NEW DELHI 
 
 The 20th Meeting of the Empowered Committee of Experts (Project Approval Board) (PAB) 
of National Mission on Education through Information & Communication Technology was held on 
2nd May, 2011 at 3.00 p.m. in Conference Room, Central Secretariat Library (CSL), Building, 
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi under the Chairpersonship of Secretary, Department of Higher 
Education. 
  

The list of participants is at Annexure. 
 
 Mrs.Vibha Puri Das, Secretary, Department of Higher Education welcomed all the 
participants.  Thereafter, agenda for the meeting was adopted, excepting Agenda Item No.3 on 
Strengthening Standing Committee of NMEICT (circulated during the meeting) which was 
withdrawn. Thereafter, the agenda items were discussed and the following decisions were taken: 
 
Item No.1: 

 
Chairperson requested all the members to give their comments on the Minutes of the 19th PAB 
Meeting.  No comments were received.  Thereafter, the Minutes of the 19th  Meeting of the Project 
Approval Board held on 15th March, 2011 were confirmed. 
 

Item No.2 

The Action Taken Report on the Minutes of the 19th Meeting of the Project Approval Board held on 
15th March, 2011 was noted by the PAB.   
 
Item No.3 

Strengthening of the Standing Committee of NMEICT 

This item was briefly discussed without any agenda (since this was withdrawn).  The PAB 
deliberated upon the existing procedure being followed by Standing Committee, including the 
current size of Standing Committee, for scrutinizing the proposals received under the Mission.  It 
was decided that all the approved procedure would be compiled together and would be circulated 
to all members of PAB for further discussion in the next PAB meeting.  
 

Item No.4 

Low Cost Access-cum-Computing Device – Future Roadmap and Strategy  

Dr.Prem K.Kalra, Director, IIT Rajasthan and his colleagues made a presentation on the progress 
so far made in this regard, highlighting various aspects of LCAD and its timelines for procurements 
and field trials.   

In the said presentation, the representive of IIT Rajasthan, inter-alia, informed about procurement 
and field testing of these devices for which order has been placed and the devices are to be 
delivered in the near future. He further informed that the aim is to bring the cost of SoC (System on 
Chip) down while increasing its functionality.  
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Item No.5 

Directions of PAB in cases where Principal Investigators (PIs) are no longer in the 
institutions concerned 

PAB deliberated on the issue and decided that such cases may first be referred to Standing 
Committee and its views/comments/recommendations may be placed before PAB for decision.  
PAB also directed that SC may also explore the possibilities of adjudicating whether Co-PI can 
carry forward the project in the event of PI leaving the institute.   PAB further directed that any 
person should not be more than 70 years of age to become PI.   

Item No.6 

Extension of pilot project, namely, Benchmarking of Information and Communication 
Technology modules in Physics and Chemistry  -  IIT, Kanpur 

Dr.Raj Thareja from IIT, Kanpur presented his case before the PAB and explained the progress so 
far made and the bottlenecks encountered.  He assured completion of the project by 31st March, 
2012.  PAB decided to extend the project upto 31st March, 2012. 

Item No.7 

Connectivity to multi-campus universities under NMEICT Scheme 

PAB deliberated on this and decided that BSNL/MTNL may provide the connectivity to universities 
having multi-campuses by suitably dividing the overall 1Gbps connectivity, on receipt of formal 
request, and subject to additional payment by the university concerned.  PAB made it clear that 
Central Government shall not bear any additional cost in this regard. BSNL representatives 
indicated that the additional payment would be Rs.20 lac per additional campus for the 10 year 
duration.   
 
Item No.8 

Reimbursement of expenses incurred by NIT, Kurukshetra 

PAB approved the proposal. 

Item No.9 

UGC proposal – funding of a new project 

Convener, Standing Committee informed PAB that the proposal of UGC needs to be firmed up.  
While PAB was of the view that there is a need for an over-arching body like UGC to supervise and 
create e-content, especially in humanities and arts, the expertise needed is also of paramount 
importance.  Therefore, UGC may firm up its proposal and submit the same to the Mission. 
Planning Commission representative reiterated the need for ensuring that the Mission covers all 
disciplines including arts, humanities, social sciences and others as laid down in its mandate and 
avoid the possibilities of over-emphasis on pure and applied sciences and  engineering and 
technology. Hence, it is expected that UGC can play a crucial role in ensuring development of e-
content in these disciplines.  
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Item No.10 

Virtual Labs -  Remote triggered experiments 

Prof. Ranjan Bose, IIT, Delhi briefly informed PAB of the status.  PAB decided that the proposal 
may first be examined and scrutinized by the Standing Committee and its recommendations may 
be placed before PAB. 

Item No.11 
 
Presentation by BSNL  

Shri Anil Jain from BSNL made a presentation, indicating the current status of connectivity to 
universities and colleges.  During the said presentation, it was mentioned that as on date 336 
universities have been connected/configured and 11,433 colleges have been connected by BSNL.  
The representative of BSNL also apprised PAB of the progress of tender evaluation (technical) for 
providing LAN.  It was mentioned that the tender evaluation is near completion and LAN 
implementation is likely to start in June, 2011 and expected to be completed by December, 2011.  
Expected deliverables from universities for LAN implementation such as designating Nodal 
Officers from universities to supervise LAN implementation, survey of LAN component 
requirements including the nodes and requirement for LAN by the universities were also mentioned 
during the presentation.  Besides these, some difficulties being faced by BSNL with regard to 
providing connectivity were also mentioned.  PAB noted the information provided during the 
presentation and decided to discuss issues yet to be resolved with the universities by BSNL during 
the West Zone Meeting of VCs of universities and Directors of NITs.   
PAB noted this. 

Item No.12 

Management Information System (MIS) of NMEICT – A presentation by Prof. Uma Kanjilal, 
IGNOU  

Prof. Uma Kanjilal made a presentation, highlighting various aspects of MIS being developed 
which include tracking of projects, monitoring and other relevant database creation.  PAB decided 
that this presentation may again be made in the next meeting of PAB. 

 
Additional Agenda  
 
Additional Item No.1 
 
Approval of New Projects recommended by Standing Committee 
 
The items were deferred for the next meeting.  
 
Additional Item No.2 
 
Salary of Consultants 
 
After deliberations PAB approved a consolidated remuneration up to Rs.75,000/- p.m. for senior 
consultants. PAB further decided that if a pensioner is engaged as Consultant or Senior Consultant 
etc, his pension will be adjusted as per existing norms.     
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Additional Item No.3 
 
Office Premises for Mission Secretariat of NMEICT 
 
PAB noted the information and also requested Vice-Chancellor, IGNOU to expedite the matter.  
VC, IGNOU assured to make available the space for Mission Secretariat of NMEICT at the earliest.  
 
Additional Item No.4 
 
Project awarded to IIT, Kharagpur 

PAB felt that this project for developing suitable pedagogical techniques is of unique nature and 
some kind of relaxation could be considered while applying the norms with regard to payment of 
honorarium. The 10% project cost cap on total honorarium component for all experts may not be 
applicable to this project. Additionally, partial payment may be allowed if significant progress has  
already been made and undertaking for completion is given by the concerned experts.  PAB, 
therefore, decided that extension of the project be granted upto 31st March, 2012.  PAB also 
decided that in no case, three months’ salary will be exceeded while making payment on account 
of honorarium.  The release of next installment may be considered on receipt of utilization 
certificate for the earlier grant and other required documents. 
 

There being no other item, the meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.  
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Annexure 
 

Attendance of the 20th Meeting of the Project Approval Board (PAB) of  the National Mission 
on Education through Information & Communication Technology (NMEICT) held on 2nd May, 
2011 at 3.00 p.m. under the Chairpersonship of Secretary, Department of Higher Education, 
Ministry of Human Resources Development in Conference Room (1st Floor) Central 
Secretariat Library (CSL) Building Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi  
 
 

S.No. Name, Designation and Address Phone No., 
Fax and Email 

1 Ms. Vibha Puri Das 
Secretary (HE) 
MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, 
New Delhi 

Chairperson  

2 Shri. N.K.Sinha 
Additional Secretary(TEL) 
Department of Higher Education, 
MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 

23387781 
nksinha.edu@nic.in 
 

3 Shri S.K. Ray 
AS & FA 
Ministry of Human Resources Development  
Shastri Bhawan 
New Delhi 

9868886588 
skray@nic.in 

4 Shri R.P Agrawal 
Chairman 
BOG 
IIT, Delhi 
31, Greenwoods Society  
Phase 2, Sector Omega 1 
Pocket P2  
Greater Noida-201308  
 

9910823311 
rpa1949@gmail.com 

5 Prof. V.N. Rajashekharan Pillai 
Vice- Chancellor 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
New Delhi 

vc@ignou.ac.in 
vnr.pillai@ignou.ac.in 
011-29532484 
9810982888 

6 Shri N. Ravi Shankar 
Joint Secretary 
DIT 

nravishankar@nic.in 
011-24363124 
9811885279 

7 Prof. S. Prasad 
Director  
IIT, Delhi 
Hauz Khas 
New Delhi 

director@admin.iitd.ac.in 
sprasad@ee.iitd.ac.in 

mailto:nksinha.edu@nic.in
mailto:skray@nic.in
mailto:rpa1949@gmail.com
mailto:vc@ignou.ac.in
mailto:vnr.pillai@ignou.ac.in
mailto:nravishankar@nic.in
mailto:director@admin.iitd.ac.in
mailto:sprasad@ee.iitd.ac.in
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8 Prof.Prem K. Kalra 
Director , IIT Rajasthan 
Camp off: MBM engineering college. 
Residency Road,  
Jodhpur 342011 

0291-2512141/2516823 
E-mail: kalra@iitk.ac.in and 
iitj@iitk.ac.in  
 

9 Dr. M.D.Tiwari 
Director 
IIIT Allahabad 
Deoghat, Jhalwa 
Allahabad  

mdt@iiita.ac.in 
0532-2922222 
09415235175 

10 Prof. Govindan Rangarajan 
Professor 
IIsc, Bangalore-560012 

govindan.rangarajan@gmail.
com 
09449044736 

11 Shri G. Panda 
Deputy Director 
IIT, Bhubaneswar 
Orrisa 
 

ganapati.panda@gmail.com 
gpanda@iitbbs.ac.in 
09437048906 

12 Ms. Shakila Shamsu 
Joint Advisor (HRD) 
Planning Commission 

shakilat.shamsu@nic.in 
011-23096766 
9910370499 

13 Shri Ajay Khare 
Director 
S.P.A, Bhopal 
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Appendix-2 
ACTION TAKEN NOTE ON THE 

 
20th MEETING OF PROJECT APPROVAL BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSION ON EDUCATION 
THROUGH INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY HELD ON 2ND MAY, 2011 
 

Item No. Action Taken 
Item No.1: 

 
Chairperson requested all the members to give their comments on the 
Minutes of the 19th PAB Meeting.  No comments were received.  
Thereafter, the Minutes of the 19th  Meeting of the Project Approval Board 
held on 15th March, 2011 were confirmed. 

 
 

Minutes confirmed 

Item No.2 

The Action Taken Report on the Minutes of the 19th Meeting of the 
Project Approval Board held on 15th March, 2011 was noted by the PAB.   

 
 

Noted please.  

Item No.3 

Strengthening of the Standing Committee of NMEICT 

This item was briefly discussed without any agenda (since this was 
withdrawn).  The PAB deliberated upon the existing procedure being 
followed by Standing Committee, including the current size of Standing 
Committee, for scrutinizing the proposals received under the Mission.  It 
was decided that all the approved procedure would be compiled together 
and would be circulated to all members of PAB for further discussion in 
the next PAB meeting.  

 
 
 

Put up as 
separate Agenda 
Item. 

Item No.4 

Low Cost Access-cum-Computing Device – Future Roadmap and 
Strategy  

Dr.Prem K.Kalra, Director, IIT Rajasthan and his colleagues made a 
presentation on the progress so far made in this regard, highlighting 
various aspects of LCAD and its timelines for procurements and field 
trials.   

In the said presentation, the representative of IIT Rajasthan, inter-alia, 
informed about procurement and field testing of these devices for which 
order has been placed and the devices are to be delivered in the near 
future. He further informed that the aim is to bring the cost of SoC 
(System on Chip) down while increasing its functionality.  

 
 
 
 
 

Noted please. 
  

Item No.5 

Directions of PAB in cases where Principal Investigators (PIs) are no 
longer in the institutions concerned 

PAB deliberated on the issue and decided that such cases may first be 
referred to Standing Committee and its 
views/comments/recommendations may be placed before PAB for 
decision.  PAB also directed that SC may also explore the possibilities of 
adjudicating whether Co-PI can carry forward the project in the event of 
PI leaving the institute.   PAB further directed that any person should not 
be more than 70 years of age to become PI.   

 
 
 

The matter has 
been discussed 
by Standing 
Committee and 
recommendations 
of SC will be put 
up separately.  
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Item No.6 

Extension of pilot project, namely, Benchmarking of Information and 
Communication Technology modules in Physics and Chemistry  -  
IIT, Kanpur 

Dr.Raj Thareja from IIT, Kanpur presented his case before the PAB and 
explained the progress so far made and the bottlenecks encountered.  He 
assured completion of the project by 31st March, 2012.  PAB decided to 
extend the project upto 31st March, 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 

Extension letter 
has been issued 

 
  

Item No.7 

Connectivity to multi-campus universities under NMEICT Scheme 

PAB deliberated on this and decided that BSNL/MTNL may provide the 
connectivity to universities having multi-campuses by suitably dividing the 
overall 1Gbps connectivity, on receipt of formal request, and subject to 
additional payment by the university concerned.  PAB made it clear that 
Central Government shall not bear any additional cost in this regard. 
BSNL representatives indicated that the additional payment would be 
Rs.20 lac per additional campus for the 10 year duration.   

 
 
 
 

Noted please. 

Item No.8 

Reimbursement of expenses incurred by NIT, Kurukshetra 

PAB approved the proposal. 

 
 
 

Noted please. 
 

Item No.9 

UGC proposal – funding of a new project 

Convener, Standing Committee informed PAB that the proposal of UGC 
needs to be firmed up.  While PAB was of the view that there is a need 
for an over-arching body like UGC to supervise and create e-content, 
especially in humanities and arts, the expertise needed is also of 
paramount importance.  Therefore, UGC may firm up its proposal and 
submit the same to the Mission. Planning Commission representative 
reiterated the need for ensuring that the Mission covers all disciplines 
including arts, humanities, social sciences and others as laid down in its 
mandate and avoid the possibilities of over-emphasis on pure and applied 
sciences and  engineering and technology. Hence, it is expected that 
UGC can play a crucial role in ensuring development of e-content in 
these disciplines.  

 
 
 
 
Put up as 
separate Agenda 
Item.  

Item No.10 

Virtual Labs -  Remote triggered experiments 

Prof. Ranjan Bose, IIT, Delhi briefly informed PAB of the status.  PAB 
decided that the proposal may first be examined and scrutinized by the 
Standing Committee and its recommendations may be placed before 
PAB. 

 
 
 

Put up as 
separate Agenda 
Item. 
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Item No.11 
 
Presentation by BSNL  

Shri Anil Jain from BSNL made a presentation, indicating the current 
status of connectivity to universities and colleges.  During the said 
presentation, it was mentioned that as on date 336 universities have been 
connected/configured and 11,433 colleges have been connected by 
BSNL.  The representative of BSNL also apprised PAB of the progress of 
tender evaluation (technical) for providing LAN.  It was mentioned that the 
tender evaluation is near completion and LAN implementation is likely to 
start in June, 2011 and expected to be completed by December, 2011.  
Expected deliverables from universities for LAN implementation such as 
designating Nodal Officers from universities to supervise LAN 
implementation, survey of LAN component requirements including the 
nodes and requirement for LAN by the universities were also mentioned 
during the presentation.  Besides these, some difficulties being faced by 
BSNL with regard to providing connectivity were also mentioned.  PAB 
noted the information provided during the presentation and decided to 
discuss issues yet to be resolved with the universities by BSNL during the 
West Zone Meeting of VCs of universities and Directors of NITs.   
PAB noted this. 

 
 
 
 

Noted please.  

Item No.12 

Management Information System (MIS) of NMEICT – A presentation 
by Prof. Uma Kanjilal, IGNOU  

Prof. Uma Kanjilal made a presentation, highlighting various aspects of 
MIS being developed which include tracking of projects, monitoring and 
other relevant database creation.  PAB decided that this presentation 
may again be made in the next meeting of PAB. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Included as 
Agenda Item  

Additional Agenda  
 
Additional Item No.1 
 
Approval of New Projects recommended by Standing Committee 
 
The items were deferred for the next meeting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Included as 
Agenda Item 

Additional Item No.2 
 
Salary of Consultants 
 
After deliberations PAB approved a consolidated remuneration up to 
Rs.75,000/- p.m. for senior consultants. PAB further decided that if a 
pensioner is engaged as Consultant or Senior Consultant etc, his pension 
will be adjusted as per existing norms.     
 

 
 
 
 

Noted please.  
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Additional Item No.3 
 
Office Premises for Mission Secretariat of NMEICT 
 
PAB noted the information and also requested Vice-Chancellor, IGNOU 
to expedite the matter.  VC, IGNOU assured to make available the space 
for Mission Secretariat of NMEICT at the earliest.  
 

 
 

The Office 
Accommodation 
for Mission 
Secretariat has 
been provided by 
VC, IGNOU. The 

Office of Mission 
Secretariat has 
been shifted to 
IGNOU Camps 
and started 
functioning w.e.f. 
6th July, 2011.  

Additional Item No.4 
 
Project awarded to IIT, Kharagpur 

PAB felt that this project for developing suitable pedagogical techniques 
is of unique nature and some kind of relaxation could be considered while 
applying the norms with regard to payment of honorarium. The 10% 
project cost cap on total honorarium component for all experts may not be 
applicable to this project. Additionally, partial payment may be allowed if 
significant progress has  already been made and undertaking for 
completion is given by the concerned experts.  PAB, therefore, decided 
that extension of the project be granted upto 31st March, 2012.  PAB also 
decided that in no case, three months’ salary will be exceeded while 
making payment on account of honorarium.  The release of next 
installment may be considered on receipt of utilization certificate for the 
earlier grant and other required documents. 
 

 
 
 
 

Extension letter 
as well as 
sanction letter for 
releasing Rs.2.50 
crore to IIT, 
Kharagpur has 
been issued.  

 



 
 
 
 

Brief about the Standing Committee for perusal of PAB members 
 

  
As per the Minutes of the 20th Meeting of the Project Approval Board (PAB) of National Mission 

on Education through Information & Communication Technology (NMEICT) held on 2nd May, 
2011(relevant extract at Annexure I) for Item No.3 – Strengthening of the Standing Committee of 
NMEICT, it was decided that approved procedure would be compiled together and would be 
circulated to all members of PAB for further discussion in the next PAB meeting.  In this regard, 
following is submitted:- 
 
1. The PAB of NMEICT in its meeting held on 17th March, 2009 decided that a Standing Committee 
may be constituted by the Chairperson of the PAB to examine and scrutinize content related 
proposals with technical experts being co-opted, if required, and give its recommendations to the 
PAB for their consideration and approval. 
 
2. In pursuance of the above decision, a Standing Committee of 28 members was constituted by 
the Secretary, Department of Higher Education, MHRD with Prof. Prem K. Kalra from IIT, Kanpur as 
the convener of the Standing Committee as per the Office Order No. 16-24/2009-DL dated 
19.03.2009(copy enclosed as Annexure II).  As per the Order, the Committee will submit its 
recommendations from time to time to the PAB for its consideration and decision on various 
proposals.  Further, as per Office Order No. 16-56/2009-DL dated 09.06.2009(copy enclosed as 
Annexure III), two more members were also included in the Standing Committee.  In 2010, the 
Standing Committee was further expanded with the approval of the Secretary, Department of 
Higher Education, MHRD and a revised list of Standing Committee members for 2010-11 is enclosed 
as Annexure-IV.  Formal orders for the revised list of SC Members were not issued. 
 
2. The Guidelines for Development, Assessment, Monitoring the progress and Evaluation of 
outcome of projects submitted for assistance to MHRD under the NMEICT project were also framed 
as per the discussions in the 7th PAB Meeting (copy of minutes is enclosed as Annexure-V) and a 
copy of the Guidelines with regard to Evaluation of Proposals is enclosed as Annexure-VI. 

 
3. A brief about NMEICT scheme and various committees along with their functions and powers is 
enclosed as Annexure-VII. 
 
4. Members of the PAB are requested to peruse these documents so that the issue of 
strengthening the Standing Committee further may be discussed in the next meeting of the PAB. 
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